Bible Book Club

1 Samuel

1 Samuel picks up the story where Judges left o . The opening chapters tells the story

®

Inspiring quotes

®The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings
down to Sheol and raises up. "The LORD makes
poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also
exalts. & He raises up the poor from the dust; he
lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them
sit with princes and inherit a seat of honour. For
the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, and on
them he has set the world.

(1Samve 2.6-8)

141f you will fear the LORD and serve him

and heed his voice and not rebel against the
commandment of the LORD, and if both you
and the king who reigns over you will follow the
LORD your God, it will be well;

(1 Samve 12.14)

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on
his appearance or on the height of his stature,
because | have rejected him; for the LORD does
not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart”

(1 Samve 16.7)



About the Author

Jewish tradition attributes the authorship of 1
Samuel 1-24 to Samuel and the rest of 1 and 2
Samuel to Nathan and Gad. There is no evidence
for this or, indeed, for any other author within the
book itself. In style and theology it is very similar
to Joshua, Judges, 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings,
and so it is often thought to form a collection of
writings which scholars call the ‘Deuteronomistic
histories.

Whand ™ exy ™ ap vpim?

Next to nothing.

About the times

This name implies (and intends to imply)

a theological connection with the book of
Deuteronomy, since the outlook of all these

books seems very similar. It is suggested that the
author or, more likely, authors of these histories
were in uenced by Deuteronomy and told Israel’s
history from that perspective. The key feature here
is that Deuteronomy stresses that God’s people will
only stay in the land if they remain faithful. Joshua,
Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings tell the
story of how God’s people failed to be faithful and
so, eventually, went into exile from the land, right
at the end of 2 Kings.

©

How is it structured?

1.1-7.17 The rise of Samuel and the demise
of the house of Eli
8.1-12-25 The advantages and disadvantages

of Kingship and the selection of
Saul as King

13.1-31.13 The con ict between Saul and
David, ending with the death of
Saul at the end of the book






