Galatians

Galatians is written into a very particular situation. After Paul had founded the Galatian
Christian community, a community that included both Jews and Gentiles, Jewish
Christian evangelists had arrived arguing that those who wanted to follow Christ had to



About the Author

Galatians, like Romans, is said to be written by
Paul alone — unlike many other letters which are
attributed to Paul and one or more others.

What do we know about him?

Paul is probably the best known of all the early
Christians. Before encountering Jesus Christ on the
road to Damascus, he was a zealous Pharisee who
sought to maintain the purity of Judaism. After

his experience on the Damascus road, he turned

his zeal to proclaiming Jesus Christ among the
Gentiles. This brought him into con ict with some
other early Christians, not least Peter, who thought
that followers of Jesus Christ should convert to
Judaism. He travelled around the Roman Empire
(though primarily in Asia Minor — modern-day
Turkey —and Greece), proclaiming the good

news of Jesus Christ and founding communities

of Christians as he went. He also wrote a large
number of letters, 13 of which are preserved in the
New Testament.
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How is it structured?

1.1-5






