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Inspiring quotes

The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness – on them light has shined. (Isaiah 9.2)
Even youths will faint and be weary, and the 
young will fall exhausted; but those who wait 
for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run 
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
(Isaiah 40.30-31)

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because 
the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and release to the prisoners; to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the 
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who 
mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion 
– to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil 
of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 
praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
to display his glory. 
(Isaiah 61.1-3)

And of course many, many more!

Isaiah

This book appears to fall into three sections. The �rst section (chapters 1-39) contains a large number of 
messages describing the judgement that will fall on the people of Judah unless they change their ways. 
This judgement is shot through with some beautiful passages of hope and promised salvation. This �rst 
section also contains some narrative sections, especially chapters 36-39 which are an exact copy of  
1 Kings 18.13-20.19.

The second section (40-55) is based almost entirely on the comfort that will come to God’s people. It feels 
as though it is set after the judgement, promised in the �rst section, has happened and pledges a new 
future for God’s people.

The third section (56-66) also appears to be set at a di�erent time, probably after God’s people have 
returned to the land. It contains a mix of warnings about how they should behave alongside comfort and 
hope for the future.

How long will it take? 

Reading time: 	 3¾ hours
Short of time? 	 Just read 1.1-2.5; 5.1-6.13; 34.1- 
	 35.10; 40.1-31; 56.1-12; 60.1-22

Genre

Prophecy

Anything tricky?

One tricky element is the way in which Isaiah jumps 
around from time period to time period. Most 
scholars would place the �rst part of Isaiah in the 
eighth century bc ; the second section in the sixth 
century bc and the third section in the late sixth or 
early �fth century bc (see below for more on this). As 
a result it can be a bit confusing about where you are.

Isaiah prophesied on more than one occasion about 
someone who was coming to save God’s people. 
Christians believe this person to be Jesus; Jews do 
not. The question you need to ask is whether Isaiah’s 
prophecies refer just to one person or whether they 
could refer to more than one (in other words, just to 
Jesus or to Jesus and other characters in history).



Isaiah son of Amoz (not the Amos from the Minor 
Prophets but someone else) was a prophet in the 
eighth century bc. The traditional view is that Isaiah 
wrote the whole book and that 40-55 and 56-66 
were prophecies by Isaiah into the far future. Many 
modern scholars, however, think that the book 
began with Isaiah’s prophecies but were added 
to over time. Indeed 8.16 (‘Bind up the testimony, 
seal the teaching among my disciples’) implies that 
Isaiah’s original prophecies are to be kept by his 
disciples until a future moment. This suggests that 
Isaiah’s disciples preserved the prophecies and then 
opened them again as the exile came to an end 

and added to them and again when they actually 
returned from exile.

What do we know about him?

Isaiah 1.1 states that Isaiah was active during the 
reigns of Kings Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. 
This probably locates his prophecies between 740 
and 698 bc. Isaiah 6-7 indicates that he was a priest, 
maybe even a high priest (because he was in the 
inner courts of the temple, see Isaiah 6.1) and that 
he was employed by the King as his prophet. 
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