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Inspiring quotes

My covenant with him was a covenant of life 
and well-being, which I gave him; this called for 
reverence, and he revered me and stood in awe 
of my name.

(Malachi 2.5)

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare 
the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight 
– indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

(Malachi 3.1)

But for you who revere my name the sun of 
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its 
wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from 
the stall. 

(Malachi 4.2)

Malachi

The book of Malachi is written at a time, after the return from exile, when many of the 
people had stopped obeying the law or listening to God at all. According to Malachi, 
even the priests had stopped caring and worshipping God properly. Malachi’s message 
is a called to repentance and a promise that God would send another messenger to the 
people of Israel in the future.

How long will it take? 

Reading time:  11 mins
Short of time?  Just read 1.1-5; 2.10–3.7

Genre

Prophecy

Anything tricky?

Malachi opens with a condemnation and the 
promise of the destruction of Edom on the 
grounds that they were the descendants of Esau 
(Jacob’s brother) and therefore not chosen by 
God. This kind of interpretation of Old Testament 
stories has caused many problems in modern 
Middle Eastern politics – you will need to re�ect 
on what you think about it.






