
Romans



The author of Romans is named as Paul alone and 
is not said to have been written with anyone else, 
unlike many of Paul’s letters.

Another unusual feature of Romans is that the 
scribe (the person who wrote it down) identified 
himself as Tertius – 16.22.

What do we know about him?

Paul is probably the best known of all the early 
Christians. Before encountering Jesus Christ on the 
road to Damascus, he was a zealous Pharisee who 
sought to maintain the purity of Judaism.  

After his experience on the Damascus road, he 
turned his zeal to proclaiming Jesus Christ among 
the Gentiles. This brought him into conflict with 
some other early Christians, not least Peter, who 
thought that followers of Jesus Christ should 
convert to Judaism. He travelled around the 
Roman Empire (though primarily in Asia Minor 
– modern-day Turkey – and Greece) proclaiming 
the good news of Jesus Christ and founding 
communities of Christians as he went. He also 
wrote a large number of letters, 13 of which 
are preserved in the New Testament. Romans is 
regarded by many as being the most important  
of these.

About the Author 

How is it structured?

1.1-17	 Opening and greetings

1.18-3.20	 The revelation of the wrath of God

3.21-4.25	 The revelation of the righteousness  
	 of God

5.1-8.39	 The nature of new life in Christ

9.1-11.36	 The place of Israel in God’s plan

12.1-21	 What this new life means in terms  
	 of behaviour

15.14-33	 Paul’s encouragement and  
	 travel plans

16.1-27	 Paul’s greetings to those in Rome  
	 he already knows

About the times 

Romans is thought to have been written in the 
late ad 50s (somewhere between ad 55 and 58). 
This was probably while he was in Greece, for 
three months, as mentioned in Acts 20.3.

What were people feeling? 

As Paul didn’t know the Roman Christians, it 
is hard to read anything about how they were 
feeling from the letter he wrote.



What could this mean for me? 

The striking thing about Romans is that Paul 
lays out his theology carefully in chapters 1-11 
but then goes on in 12-16 to talk about how this 
theology affects our lives now. How much of 
what he says in 12-16 is still relevant today?

Look out for… 

Paul has much to say in Romans about our 
relationship with Christ (it comes about not by 
birth or circumcision but by faith). Look out for 
this theme as you read and ask yourself what 
difference it does (or doesn’t) make to your own 
faith today.

Paul talks about the Spirit a lot (though using 
different phrases to do so e.g. Spirit of God; 
Spirit of Christ; Spirit of holin0hct p 5.91 13; 


