
Sirach  
(also known as Ben Sirach, the Wisdom of Sirach or Ecclesiasticus) 

Sirach is a collection of wise sayings and ethical teachings from ‘Jesus son of Eleazar son  
of Sirach of Jerusalem’ (Sirach 50.27, the Hebrew word for son is ‘ben’ hence the name  
Ben Sirach). It is most like the book of Proverbs with its collection of apparently 
unconnected sayings. Sirach is known for its disillusionment of experience and nostalgia 
for days gone by.

Bible Book Club

Inspiring quotes

28Wine drunk at the proper time and in 
moderation is rejoicing of heart and gladness 
of soul. 29Wine drunk to excess leads to 
bitterness of spirit, to quarrels and stumbling. 

(Sirach 31.28-29)



How is it structured?

One of the striking features of the book is 
that it contains no obvious structure. Instead 
it wanders around touching on a wide range 
of themes.

About the times 

Sirach is thought to have been written in the 
second century BC and translated around 50 
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