Bible Book Club

Titus

Like 1 and 2 Timothy, this is a letter addressed to an individual not a community; unlike
1 and 2 Timothy it is addressed to Titus. We learn from 1.5 that Titus was overseeing the
church in Crete. The theme of the letter is how to order the church and how to live well
as a Christian.

S ®

Inspiring quotes

It was one of them, their very own prophet, who
said, “Cretans are always liars, vicious brutes, lazy
gluttons.”

(Titus 1.12)

[OK I know it’s not inspiring but | love it
nevertheless — if a Cretan says all Cretans are
liars — are they lying?]

4 But when the goodness and loving-kindness
of God our Saviour appeared, 5 he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness that we
had done, but according to his mercy, through
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
Spirit.

(Titus 3.4-5)

But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies,
dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they
are unpro table and worthless.

(Titus 3.9)



Titus gives its author as the apostle Paul.
1 and 2 Timothy and Titus are widely viewed
by scholars not to be by Paul despite their
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Look out for...

Intriguingly Paul in his letter to Titus gives

advice angled at people of di erent gender and
di erentages. Look out for it and see if you think
it applies generally to, for example, older women
or younger men or whether it applied only to the
older women in Crete.

Paul is also concerned about sound doctrine,
look out for the occasions when he mentions this,
either explicitly or implicitly and re ect on what
you think sound doctrine means to him.

You could summarize Titus as things to make sure
you do and things to avoid — look out for them

as you read and make a mental list. Do you agree
with them?
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What could this mean for me?

There is lots of advice in this letter about what
counts as‘living well’ as a Christian and what
counts as the opposite of that — look out for this
as you read. Is any of it relevant for today?
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Discussion group questions

e \Were there any parts of the book that you
particularly liked or which inspired you?

e Were there any parts of the book that you
disliked or which troubled you?

e What did you think the book was about?

e What did you think about the advice to
older men; older women; younger men
and younger women? Did it ttoday or
not? If you were to give this advice to
your congregation or group, what would
you include?

e Look atTitus 3.1-2 and 3.9-10, what do you
think of the advice here? What do you agree
with and what do you disagree with?

e Talk about'sound doctrine, what is it do
you think? Who gets to say what it is and what
itisn't?

e Did you read anything in the book that
touched you, expanded your faith or made
you think more deeply about your life and
how you live it?

Tweet us photos, stories or questions from your book club using the hashtag
#biblebookclub and tag @biblesociety.




