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Mark tells us the Good 
News about Jesus

A word list at the end explains words with a star *  by them

This is about the book that Mark wrote

Mark wrote this book while he was living in Rome. Rome is now 
the capital city of Italy. He wrote it at some time between AD 
50* and AD 70*. Mark was also called John Mark. He was a 
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This is a list of the different parts of Mark’s book:



 1

The start of the good news

1
 This is the start of the good news about Jesus Christ. He 

is the Son of God. 2
 Isaiah wrote this message from God in 

his book:
‘I will send someone in front of you. He will speak 

my message.
He will prepare a way for you.’

3	‘A voice is shouting in the wilderness *:
“The Lord * will come soon. So prepare a road for him to 

travel on.
Make the paths straight.”  ’

4
 So John came to a place in the wilderness * with the message 

from God. ‘You have done many wrong things’, he taught 
everybody. ‘You must change your minds. Then God will 
forgive * you and I will baptise * you.’

5
 Many people who lived in Jerusalem city and in the country 

called Judea went to listen to John. The people told God about 
all the wrong things that they had done. Then John baptised * 
the people in the river Jordan. 6

 John wore clothes that he had 
made out of hair from a camel *. He also wore a belt that he 
had made from the skin of an animal. His usual food was large 
insects and honey * from the wilderness *.

7
 ‘A person will come soon’, John said to the people. ‘He is more 

important than I am. I should not even be the servant who 
undoes his shoes. 8

 I have baptised * you with water. But this 
other person will baptise * you with the Holy * Spirit.’

MARK
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John baptises * Jesus

9
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Jesus causes a bad spirit *  to leave a man

21
 Then Jesus and those disciples * went into Capernaum. On 

the next Jewish * day for rest, Jesus went into the meeting 
place. He began to teach the people there.

22
 Jesus taught the people very well. He taught with authority 

and that surprised them. He was not like the teachers of God’s 
rules, because they did not speak with authority. 23

 In the 
meeting place, there was a man who had a bad spirit *. The bad 
spirit *  caused the man to shout loudly. 24

 ‘Jesus from Nazareth’, 
it said, ‘We have nothing in common! Do not kill us! I know 
who you are. You are holy * and you have come from God.’

25
 Jesus spoke to the bad spirit *. ‘Be quiet!’ he said. ‘Come 

out of the man!’ 26
 The bad spirit *  caused the man to fall. It 

shouted loudly and then it came out of the man.

27
 All the people were very surprised, and they said to each 

other, ‘This is very strange. Jesus is teaching us something 
new and he speaks with authority. He can say to bad spirits * 
what they must do. And they obey him.’ 28

 Immediately, people 
began to tell the news about Jesus. Everywhere in Galilee, 
they were telling other people about him.

Jesus makes many people well

29
 Then Jesus left the meeting place. He took James and 

John with him to the home of Simon and Andrew. 30
 The 

mother of Simon’s wife was ill in bed. Her body was very hot. 
Immediately, Simon and Andrew told Jesus about her. 31

 So he 
went to her and he held her hand. Then he helped her to sit 
up and immediately she was well. Then she prepared food for 
Jesus and for his disciples *.

32-33
 That evening, when the sun had gone down, everybody

in the town came. They brought to Jesus everyone who was
ill. And they brought people with bad spirits *. All these people
were round the door of the house. 34

 Jesus caused many sick

Mark   1
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people to become well. They had many different illnesses. He 
also caused many bad spirits * to leave people. The spirits * 
knew who he was. So Jesus did not let them speak.

Jesus prays alone in a quiet place

35
 Jesus got up very early the next morning, while it was still 

dark. He went to a place where he could be alone. And there 
he prayed. 36

 Simon and the other disciples * had to look for him. 
37

 When they found him, they said, ‘Everyone is looking for you.’

38
 ‘We should go to some other place’, Jesus replied. ‘We will 

go to other towns near here, so that I can teach the people 
there also. I came here for that reason.’ 39

 So Jesus travelled 




